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It is hard to believe the holiday
season isjust around the corner.
This year has been filled with many
great events to share with our read-
ers. Sinceour last newsletter, there
has been a great deal of support and
outreach demonstrated throughout
our community.

In August, Cleveland Reads partnered with
Borders Book Store which collected nearly 4,000
books that will be donated to various youth and
adult literacy organizations. We were thrilled with
the success of this event and delighted that the
patrons of Borders supported this great cause (see
story on page 2).

Cleveland Reads holds various meetings through-
out the year for all of the Literacy Network
members. In September, the organizations came
together to hear “Best Practices’ from fellow
organi zations (see story page 3).

October was a particularly rewarding month.
Amaia Calhoun, a sweet seven-year-old, decided
to forgo birthday presents this year and collected
nearly 50 books from family and friends to be
donated to Cleveland Reads (see story page 2).

We concluded the month with alively event at
Waverly Elementary School located on Cleve-
land’s Westside. Star Readers and Cleveland
Reads teamed up to host a Halloween
“Spooktacular” reading for 65 second grade
students. Special Star Readers, Commissioner
Peter Lawson Jones and his seven-year-old son
Evan, joined us at the event to read the Halloween
story to the children (see story below).

Jennifer Frigolette joined the Cleveland Reads
team during October as the new Volunteer Coordi-
nator. She has been contacting recent volunteers
and shares some of the heart-felt stories from our
volunteersin the “Volunteer Spotlight” (see story

page 3).

The holiday season is awonderful time to support
literacy. For more information on becoming a
literacy volunteer, having a book donation of your
own, or making a contribution, contact the Literacy
Hotline, 216-436-2222. Have a safe and happy
holiday season.

Sincerely,
Catherine Thomas

By Vicki Tobe

On Halloween, the second grade students at
Waverly Elementary School were treated to a
“Spooktacular” reading event sponsored by

that were read. Upon conclusion of the reading,
each student received a Halloween goodie bag
filled with a book, toothbrush and toothpaste, apple

Cleveland Reads and Star Readers. Asl arrived at  juice, an apple, and candy. The goodie bags were

a classroom filled with 65 students, one could tell
the children were full of energy and excitement.
(Let’shope it wasn't due to any premature Hallow-
een candy!) Many of the children were anxiousto
know what was going to happen and why all the
strangers were entering their classroom. The
children soon discovered that Cleveland Reads and
Star Readers teamed up to give them an unforget-
table Halloween adventure.

Special star reader, Commissioner Peter Lawson
Jones along with his seven-year-old son Evan,
were the highlight of the event and the students
loved the various Halloween stories and poems

compliments of Cleveland Reads, Case Dental
School, Giant Eagle and CVS.
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The staff of Cleveland Reads recently had the pleasure of meeting 7-year-old Amaia when she
visited our offices to donate books. With an adorable smile, a colorful raincoat and her
Webkinz, the excitement in Amaia’s face could not be contained longer. Amaia was proud of
her accomplishments and was eager to let usal know. Below, Amaiaand her parentstell us
their story.

“This year for our daughter Amaia’s 7th birthday, we wanted to celebrate her life and her love
of life. We also wanted to use this as an opportunity to teach her about the importance of
sharing with and helping others. After deciding on abirthday party theme, we talked about
ways that she could help other children. She thought of donating something to other children.
Amaia agreed to the idea of collecting books to donate (rather than collecting gifts for herself)

once she realized how very blessed sheis. We decided to collect books for Cleveland Reads because as a kindergartener

last year and a first grader this year, Amaia has quickly developed alove

of reading. We thought it would be a good ideato collect and donate

books to encourage other children to develop this same love of reading.

With the help of students from Hathaway Brown, Discovery Montessori

and Our Lady of the EIms schools, Amaia was able to collect and donate

50 books!”

- Byron & Alison Calhoun

“1 wanted to donate books because there are children in the world that do
not have any books. | am glad that | am helping other kids. | had a great
time collecting books.”

- Amaia

Upcoming Training Dates

For New Volunteers:
" # ! # !
Building Literacy Skills in Children
Thursday, January 10 ! $ % I &
Thursday, February 7 ' |
Building Literacy Skills in Adults $ )* I+, )
Thursday, January 24 . . .
Thursda)x Februar); 21 Mr. Brad Whitehead, President of the Fund for Our Economic
- . Future, will address the issue of Economic Development and
Trainings are held from 5:30-8:30 p.m. in the the role of literacy organizationsin its implementation.
American Red Cross Building
3747 Euclid Avenue

|
By Vicki Tobe

With the help of 11 Borders, Borders Express and Waldenbooks Stores, Cleveland Reads received nearly 4,000 books to
be donated to various literacy organizations throughout Greater Cleveland. We want to recognize the Beachwood
Borders Store as the leader in book donations and thank them for their outstanding donation of 24 boxes of books. At this
time, almost 2,000 books have been distributed to early literacy programs, general tutoring for youth, and adult education
programs. A few of those organizationsinclude: Pre-Release Center, City of Lakewood-Department of Health, Cleveland
Hearing and Speech and the Painesville Salvation Army.

“We are thrilled with the results of this book drive and it would not have been possible without the wonderful patrons of
Borders, Borders Express, and Waldenbooks,” said Catherine Thomas, Executive Director of Cleveland Reads. “These
donations have enabled usto leverage more of our resources and give others the opportunity to receive additional
materials for their programs. The book drive was a great tool to ensure literacy continues to progress in our community.”



Lit Net Members Share Their “Best Practices”

By Joanne Bailis

Best practices was the theme of the day
at the Lit Net meeting held on Friday,
September 7" at Employment Connec-
tion. The program offered an opportu-
nity for literacy program representatives
to hear details of the successes of some
of their counterparts.

teers.”

Three organizations were selected to
share their stories: Lakewood ABLE,
Goodrich-Gannett Neighborhood Cen-
ter and Employment Connection.

Terry Hamovitch, of Lakewood ABLE,
focused on her program’s successful
rate of retention, both of learners and
volunteers. Lakewood serves about 300
Pre GED, GED and ESOL students. It
was avery proud moment this past
spring when they graduated the amaz-
ing total of 109 students! Her secret is
not really a secret. The staff goes out of
their way whenever necessary to assist

even starts.”

their students with whatever is needed,
including seeking out students who do
not return to class. Terry emphasized,
“Volunteers are essential. Y ou cannot
run a program without dedicated volun-

Lee DeAngelis, Operations Director of
Goodrich-Gannett Neighborhood Cen-
ter, talked about the center’ s services
for children and family. Goodrich-
Gannett also believesin personalized
service and the importance of tying
planned activities into what the students
arelearning in school. Lee also had
some advice for those contemplating
offering a new program, “Ask the right
questions. Be sure that your ideas are
feasible ones and that you understand
how the program will work before it

ment Connection manager, identified
the numerous employment offerings
located under their roof that contribute
to successful employment transition
within the literacy community.
Employment Connection has programs
with the Municipal Court, ex-offenders,
and veterans. They work with company
employees who need to improve their
skills and with employersto learn what
skillsthey seek in their staff. The one-
stop shop concept is popular and well
used.

The next Lit Net meeting will continue
our conversation about literacy issuesin
our region as we feature Brad White-
head, President of the Fund for Our
Economic Future. It will be held on
December 7" from 9:00-11:00 am at
Max Hayes High School. Call Cleve-
land Reads for more information.

Finally, Marquita Rockamore, Employ-

By Jennifer Frigolette
L. .|

Cleveland Reads provided training for a group of volunteer
tutor/mentors who were just beginning their first year at the
Michael R. White School after being recruited by a dedicated
community activist named Jim O’Brien. Recently volunteer
coordinator, Jennifer Frigolette, had the chance to discuss a
program with two of its volunteers.

“1 never intended to tutor children,” says Benjamin Rzepka,
who tutors afirst grade student after school at Michael R.
White. “Since the death of my mother, | had been feeling
despondent, and my friend, Alan Federman, wanted to get
me involved in something that we could do together. | didn’t
want to put in the time or effort. | felt that since | was not a
teacher, | was not qualified to tutor. Alan convinced meto
attend the Cleveland Reads training and get involved with
the program, and now | am so glad | did.”

Besides just focusing on reading, Benjamin makes sure he
getsto know the students he is working with. Hetiesin what
they are learning with real-world experiences. Furthermore
he claims that working with the students has given him a
newfound appreciation for elementary school teachers.
“When the children are this young,” he says, “it is so essen-
tial to reach them in away that they will be impressed and
remember what they are learning.”

Ben makes sure that his student is engaged by reacting posi-
tively to her efforts. “When she gets the answer right, | will
jump up and down! | feel that this experience reconnects me
with my inner child. Making the lessons funis no problem
because | am having so much fun myself. The children |

work with are so polite, well-behaved, and eager to learn. |
get afedling of peace, pleasure, and accomplishment, and am
so grateful to be in the presence of these wonderful children.
Thereisawarm spot in my heart when | am working with
them and that feeling lasts for the entire week! | could not
imagine better volunteer work than this.”

Cleveland Reads also plans to hold two sessions of The
Three R's: Raising Real Readers workshops to explain the
tutoring process to the parents and provide them with the
necessary tools to be their child’ sfirst tutor in the homein
order to compliment and reinforce the tutoring program.

Marquita Johnson and her daughter, Jaquita Varise, attended
Cleveland Reads’ Building Literacy Skillsin Children
training in September. They now volunteer on Mondays at
Esperanza with elementary school children and on Tuesdays
with afirst grader at Michael R. White Elementary. Attend-
ing the training connected Marquita with both tutoring
programs and taught her techniques she can use with her
learners as well as her own children. She uses the different
reading strategies like paired and echo reading, and now
understands how to pick out books that are at an appropriate
reading level. Before, she would look at the pictures on the
cover to determine whether or not to purchase the book, but
now she knows how to look at the paragraphs and words to
figure out whether the book is appropriate. Although she has
work and family commitments, Marquita finds her volunteer
experience extremely rewarding and is therefore willing to
commit at least two hours each week to help children who
need her, on both the East and West side.

www.clevelandreads.org
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In order to accomplish our mission to serve as the central resource for youth, adult, and family literacy, Cleveland Reads
enlists the help of our many community members who understand and appreciate the importance of a literate society.

We ask that you consider becoming a“Friend of Literacy” by making a contribution at one of the levels listed below.

M asterpiece $150
Classic $100
Best Seller $75
Pulp Fiction $50
Graphic Novel $25
Complete the form below and mail it to: Cleveland Reads, 1331 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115
Thank you!
Credit Card Information
Name Mastercard VISA Discover
Address 3 or 4 digit security code (on back of card)
City St. Zip Expiration Date /
Phone Level of Support Date

Email Signature




